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This is the second in a two-part series leading 
up to and following the 2020 presidential 
election.  If you find that this newsletter article leaves you feeling 
smug or indignant, you should probably contact us to receive a copy 
of the October newsletter. 
 

Dear Progressive and Left-Leaning Sisters and Brothers, Siblings in 
Christ (but conservatives…pay attention) 
 

It is very likely that many of you are reading this after November 3, 
Election Day.  (Time will tell whether we know the results of the 
presidential election by November 4th.)  This is by my own 
design.  Because here’s the thing: Caesar will always be Caesar. 
 

The truth is this: our Christian faith has only suffered a loss of 
integrity when it has been closely aligned with power.  (In fact this 
might be said of all world religions.)  Neither the writers of 
Scripture nor even Martin Luther and the Reformers could have 
anticipated what it would mean for followers of Jesus to live in a 
pluralistic democratic society with all of the comfort and wealth and 
privilege that we enjoy.  Nevertheless, if we are to be faithful to this 
legacy which has been passed on to us, then we are going to have to 
take care to sever our identity from political figures. 
 

Lest we forget the actions of Democratic presidents in our lifetimes: 

• Obama called for 10 times more air strikes than George W. 
Bush, and he is responsible for the loss of 1124 civilian lives (we 
may never know the exact figure because the Obama 
Administration counted all military-age males in strike zones as 
combatants); 

• Clinton did nothing in response to the Rwandan genocide 
during which 800,000 Tutsis were murdered; 

• Carter authorized a $5.7 billion arms deal with Iran shortly 
after calling out the state for human rights violations; 

• There is not enough space in the newsletter to discuss 
Lyndon B. Johnson and Vietnam; 

• JFK was responsible for the largest military stockpiling in 
U.S. history up to his time and heavily advocated a Cuban 
airstrike, which undoubtedly would have led to a nuclear 
reprisal from the Soviet Union; 

(Pastor:  Continued on page 2) 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 
[ Council Meeting ] 

November10th via Zoom 
 

[ Quilting ] 
Nov 2nd and Nov 16th 

 
[ Community Dinner] 
Every Sunday at 5pm 

    A Message from Pastor Jeremy 

Sunday Worship Services  

will be online via Zoom. 
 

https://zoom.us/j/595273296 

starting at 9:45am 
 

Bulletins are available at 

www.centrallutheraneverett.com 

 

Bible Study 

Wednesdays via Zoom; 
 

https://zoom.us/j/346299474 

starting at Noon 

Join Pastor Jeremy and other for  
the Coffee Hour! 

 
Every Monday at 10:00am 

 
https://zoom.us/j/95456636027 

Dial by your location:  1-253-215-8782 
(Tacoma) 

 

https://zoom.us/j/595273296
https://zoom.us/j/95456636027


 

• Truman made the decision to drop the bombs; 

• FDR took no action in response to the persecution of Jews in Europe until Pearl Harbor. 
 

Caesar will always be Caesar.  And we will always have a mandate to question and challenge power even at 
risk of our own wellbeing.   
 

Do not hear what I am not saying!  For certainly humanity and our planet may be better served by one 
individual in power than another.  This I do not deny.  No matter who holds the position, however, we must 
remember that the perverse calculus of trading x number of human lives for y number of human lives must 
always be called into question. 
 

Yet our present state of affairs grows even more theological and dire.  For in all of the political posturing 
that characterizes us, we display a disheartening lack of faith.  It is as if we have collectively shifted the heft 
of our faith toward the righteousness of our own positions.  This is devastating to our lives in the Gospel for 
a couple of reasons.  First, it distances us from the righteousness which Christ alone can provide.  Second, it 
allows us to demonize those who do not share our convictions. 
 

Both of these are squarely within our human nature.  No human being wants to believe that we cannot by 
our own efforts achieve righteousness.  Every fiber in our being will resist the external means of grace 
necessitated by the Law and fulfilled by the Gospel.  And every movement in the history of humanity has 
required a demon in order to gain traction. 
 

It is as Bishop David deFreese liked to ask clergy in Nebraska: “Who needs to go to hell in order for you to 
enjoy heaven?” 
 

Thus I implore you:  

• No matter what happens this November 4, have faith.  Trust that God is faithful to God’s own 
promises.  You are righteous, you are holy, not because of your position, but because God has made it 
so.   

• Listen to your sisters and brothers, siblings whose faith has led them to a position different from 
your own.  Make every effort to pursue understanding, even when every fiber of your being resists it.  

• Fight the good fight, but fast from media when you require it so you can get your necessary rest, 
trusting that God has us covered in the interim. 
• Try to relocate your sense of humor if you have lost it.  Our forebears knew that laughter is one of 
the most effective weapons against evil. 
• “Whom you would change, you must first love.  And they must know that you love them.” 

      Martin Luther King, Jr. 
      “Americans can always be counted on to do the right thing after exhausting all other alternatives.” 

      Winston Churchill [apocryphally attributed, but nonetheless true] 
 

 
          Pastor Jeremy 
          November 2020 

(Pastor:  Continued from page 1) 
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  A Message from the Bishop 

   From The Spirit, November Issue 

        Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee 
      From the November 2020 edition of The Spirit 
Dear Ones, 
 
In this month that we celebrate Thanksgiving, I give thanks for you. May God’s Spirit continue 
to lead and guide us in these times. 

 
This last week my mom called to tell me that they would not be hosting a big family celebration for Thanksgiving 
this year because of COVID-19. I already knew that we wouldn’t be able to have the raucous, crowded party that we 
have had in the past (and will have in the future), but it still is hard when the decision is voiced. Unfortunately, we are 
still in COVID-19 times. And because of this, I want to emphasize a few things for all of you. 
 
In the last few weeks, I have been asked when the synod would have new, updated guidelines. I realized that the 
guidelines were a few months old so I thought I should review and give new guidelines for where we are now. 
However, as I started working on updated guidelines, I realized pretty quickly that old guidelines are today’s 
guidelines … because we are still in COVID-19 times. Therefore, the updated recommendations sound remarkably 
like the old recommendations.  
 
The NWWA Synod continues to encourage care and thoughtful preparation for your community. A care-filled 
response is much more than unlocking the church doors and inviting all to come. Please keep in mind the Washington 
State guidelines and CDC guidelines and the population of your congregation. While we are all in different phases, 
depending on your county, here are some guidelines that we all should keep in mind. 
 
Please continue to avoid large gatherings, maintain physical distance when with others, use face coverings, and 

regularly wash hands and surfaces. 
 
To maintain ultimate safety, the NWWA Synod continues to recommend that congregations and ministry sites 

continue to utilize corporate worship on an online or digital platform until February 2021 – and further into 2021 
depending on the availability of vaccines or other positive markers. 
 

If there is an in-person worship experience, please consider meeting outside while masked and physical distanced and 
following the protocols for a corporate gathering. While this is not completely safe, this is the next safest option 
to meeting online. 
 

If there is an in-person worship experience indoors, please understand that there is high-risk involved, and care must 
be taken for the safety of all. Please consider this carefully and thoroughly before implementing. Please see the 
synod website for further guidance.  
 

If you are going to meet in-person, small gatherings are the safest option.  Below are some ideas that are meant to 
meet spiritual, emotional, and physical needs as we continue to navigate this pandemic. (These ideas are meant to 
be a supplement to online worship and are only to be implemented after careful reflection and planning). 
Small group Bible studies 
One-on-one pastoral care conversations 
Bringing a meal or a card to a homebound person 
Participating in a food drive  
Having a “bring your own food” potluck gathering in a backyard. 
Sitting around a bonfire listening to a guitar 
Book Study 
I’m sure you all have many others. 
 

(Bishop:  Continued on page 4) 
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 Faith and Everyday Life       

~ November 2020 ~  
 

For surely I know the plans I have for you, says 
the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future 
with hope. (Jeremiah 28:11) In this verse, Jeremiah reassures the people 
of Israel, who are in captivity in Babylon, that God has a plan for them. 
But if we read the verse out of context, we can miss the real point of it. 
Earlier in this chapter, the false prophet Hananiah gives the Israelites the 
fake promise that God will free them from captivity in Babylon after just 
two years. Jeremiah assures the Israelites that God has good things in 
mind for them, but in a different way than they expect. It’s not all about 
going home, about being delivered from adversity, says God. Instead, 
God directs the Israelites to “seek the peace and the prosperity of the city 
to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if 
it prospers, you too will prosper.” (29:7) God eventually delivers the 
Israelites from captivity. But not for another generation. God’s plan is for 
this generation to stay put and help prosper the nation that holds them 
captive. Instead of removing them from their suffering, God promises to 
be with them in their adversity, and to help them transform it, for the 
good of all. It’s this way for us as well. We may wish God would free us 
from suffering. Instead, God promises to be with us in our suffering, 
giving us a future with hope, and providing us the tools we need to create 
change, not just for ourselves, but for our children, our neighborhoods, 
our communities, our world.  
    Written by a staff member of L C N 

If you have ideas in your congregation or 
ministry site on how to meet the spiritual, 
emotional and physical needs of people 
during this time, please share with others 
so we may safely and meaningfully meet 
with one another during this time. We 
would be happy to post these ideas on 
our website. 
 
As we enter into winter, it is easy to let 
our guards down. We long to be together. 
We miss each other. And we are tired. I 
get it. I’m with you. I want nothing more 
than to be able to be with you in-person. 
But as we love God and neighbor, let us 
continue to be church in the world. Let us 
thoughtfully and prayerfully prepare. 
And let us continue to be Holy 
Community. And remember, dear 
Beloveds, we are still gathered and we 
are still sent – to live into the love of 
Jesus with all we meet. 
 
Grace & Peace, 
Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee 

(Bishop:  Continued from page 3) 

A Message from Vicar Pam 
 

March seems a long, long time ago!  You know back in the good old days when we got up, went to work, met 

with friends and family – went to church, but now that’s all changed.  COVID came to town and life hasn’t been the 

same and maybe that’s why all the political and justice issues seemed to magnify, and you can hear the anger and fear in 

people’s voices, their social media posts and the news.  As I write this, we’re almost through the 30 Days of Prayer – 

praying for our enemies – those we don’t like and maybe even hate.  Jesus’ command to pray for our enemies has been 

on my mind since last spring when I took Church, Discipleship and the Ethics of Jesus as one of my last classes at 

Luther Seminary.   

I look forward to mornings – getting up early enough to slip downstairs and settle into a favorite chair with a 

cup of coffee while the house is still quiet, to read scripture and pray.  It’s become my morning routine, and I must 

admit to feeling a little out of sorts when my routine is interrupted.  Prayer is important to me and I like exploring 

different prayer practices – Praying in Color, journaling, lectio divina, walking a labyrinth, using prayer beads (yes there 

are Lutheran prayer beads) are some of the practices I’ve explored.  And so as I listened to the news and social media, I 

began to wonder what it would be like to actually pray for my enemies, which is why I asked you to join me in these 

thirty days of prayer. 

The truth is, I thought it would be easy.  I would pray for them and the outcome I wanted, but that’s not what 

Jesus asks us to do.  Instead we are to pray for their wellbeing, God’s grace and goodness for them and their flourishing.  

Still I thought that it would be easy, until I found myself praying as I was driving, having this rather one-sided 

conversation with God trying to explain that I know I’m supposed to want the best for them, but I really, really don’t 

like… giving all the reasons/excuses for what I wanted before realizing that I needed God’s help in praying for my 

enemies.  And maybe that’s the point – we need and are changed by God as we pray for others.  I’m looking forward to 

our conversation at the end of these thirty days and hearing how you have found this experience.   

 
                          Vicar Pam 
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Mission of the Month, November 2020 

Thanksgiving Food Basket 

 You are probably wondering “How in the world will we provide food for the needy in our 

community this virus-burdened year?”   

 For sure it wouldn’t be safe to do the extensive shopping needed, nor gather together to 

sort the food into boxes, nor deliver it.  Because many of us are at an age that we are especially 

vulnerable, we’d have a very small pool of workers. 

 For several years we’ve solved the problem of providing fresh meat by giving $25 gifts 

cards so recipients could make their own selection right before the holiday.  This year we’ll do the 

whole thing that way. 

 The question is:  Do we hand deliver the gift cards to the grateful family or do we mail 

them or what?  Here’s how we’ll make the decision: 

If you volunteer to deliver gift cards within 98201 on November 22 between 12 noon to 2pm, 

please email Trygve at trygve.anderson@hushmail.com or call him at 425-252-0106 before 

November 8.   

 With sufficient drivers we will present them in person (while taking precautions), otherwise 

USPS will handle it for us or we will have the families pick up the gift cards in our parking lot.   

 Volunteers of America says the need this year is far greater than ever. 

 Do you know someone in need of food?  If so, you can either deliver their gift card yourself, 

thus keeping their identity confidential, or give the information to the church office and we’ll do it. 

 Last  year for Thanksgiving and Christmas combined we provided  115 Everett families 

with baskets of holiday food. 

 This year we will go one better.  In celebration of our 116th year as a congregation, we will 

give 116 baskets.  That’s 56 for Thanksgiving then 60 to celebrate the birth of Baby Jesus. 

 This benevolence is possible because Central’s members each year have given more money for 

food baskets than ever before.  Last year our goal was $6270.  When we exceeded that an 

anonymous donor added $1000 more. 

 This year that donor says that if the congregation tops last year’s goal by just ten dollars, 

for a total of $6280, they will once again add $1000.  This will provide our congregation at least 

$7280 to feed those in need this holiday season.    

 Every year we have surpassed our goal, and this year we will continue our tradition.  And 

thanks, Dave Finstad, for always getting us a Thrivent donation. 

 To make it all happen in this unusual year, just one thing is needed: 

 Contributions to Food Baskets, the Mission of the Month for November and December. 

Don’t give until it hurts.  Give until it feels good. 

       Trygve Anderson 

 

mailto:trygve.anderson@hushmail.com
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Council Members 
 
The church council members 
for 2019 - 2020 are listed be-
low. If you have questions, con-
cerns or comments, you June 
contact the appropriate person 
directly.  Please keep our coun-
cil members in your prayers. 

President 

   Peter VanderWeyst 
 

Vice-President 

Bob Lee 
    

Secretary 

    Karen Fox 
 

Treasurer 

   Dave Finstad & Debbie Ritchie 
 

Property 

Ben Krause 
 

 

Education 

   Kelli Trosvig 
 

Stewardship & Missions 

   Debbie Trosvig 
            

Fellowship 

   Debbie Saunders 

    
 

Audit Committee 

   Dave Watts 

   Clayton Olsen 

   Steve Olsen 

 

Nominating Committee 

Kathy Trosvig 

Nancy Olsen 

Bob Lee 

Stan Surridge 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Remember Our Homebound in Your Prayers 

The following persons are unable to worship with us on a regular basis.   

Please include them in your  prayers.   
 

Phyllis Norlie at Josephine; @home or adult home residences: Sarajane 

Petersen, Linda Slater, and Sheryn Todd 

Please contact the church office if you would like to be included or add a 

name to this list.  

Remember Our  Military Members in Your Prayers 

Jacob Shimmin—U.S. Navy 
 

Remember Our College Students in Your Prayers 

Holden Fox—Lewis and Clark College (Portland, OR) 

Kayla Barnes—Everett Community College 

 

  

Central’s quilters thank Vicar 

Pam Karas for blessing the Kits & 

quilts on October 18.   
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If you would like to assist our Sunday services via Zoom,  
please contact Pastor Jeremy. 

We will resume the counting/usher schedule when 
the church building is open for Sunday services 

11/1 Robbie lee 11/18 Lois Stevenson 

11/3 Bill & Janet Loesche 11/19 Paige Warfield 

11/3 Meagan Semore 11/23 Lisa Thompson 

11/4 Travis Anderson 11/24 Miriam Fox 

11/6 Laurel Lee 11/24 Rick & Jan Mower 

11/10 Martin Luther (1483) 11/27 Jane Russell 

11/10 Nick & Angie Absalonson 11/28 Mike Warfield 

11/11 Mark Lee 11/28 Stan Surridge 

11/17 Neal Shipley & Debbra Saunders 11/29 Eisha Baxter 

Newsletter Article  Cutoff  
for the December Issue is  

 
Monday, November  23rd.  centralluthoffice@gmail.com 

    Everyone is encourage to submit! 

Birthday and Anniversary 



 

 

“For you, O God, are my fortress,  

the God who shows me steadfast love.”  Psalm 59.17 
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