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There stands a tombstone in Milford, New Hampshire that just will 
not shut up.  It belongs to one Caroline Cutter, who died in the mid-
1800s.  The stone itself is unremarkable: simple, white, rectangular.  
What sets it apart is the 150-word epitaph, painstakingly etched by 
her husband, Dr. Calvin Cutter: 
 

Caroline H., Wife of Calvin Cutter, M.D. Murdered by the 

Baptist Ministry and Baptist Churches As follows: Sep’t. 28, 

1838; aged 33 She was accused of lying in church meeting by 

the Rev. D. D. Pratt and Deacon Albert Adams. Was 

condemned by the church unheard. She was reduced to 

poverty by Deacon William Wallace. When an exparte council 

was asked of the Milford Baptist Church, by the advice of their 

committee, George Raymond, Calvin Averill, and Andrew 

Hutchinson They voted not to receive any communication on the 

subject. The Rev. Mark Carpenter said he thought as the good 

old Deacon said, “We’ve got Cutter down and it’s best to keep 

him down.” The intentional and malicious destruction of her 

character And happiness as above described destroyed her life. 

Her last words upon the subject were “Tell the Truth and 

The Iniquity will come out” 

  
As it turns out, Calvin himself had been bullying members into 
funding the construction of another church in town.  When it was 
revealed that Calvin was only selling empty promises, the Cutters 
were shown the door.   
 
Evergreen Cemetery in Oakland, California, is the final resting place 
of 412 unclaimed bodies who all died on the same dark day in 1978.  
Because it is the highest concentration of the 918 lives taken in the 
same tragedy, it seemed the most fitting location for the official 
memorial. 
 
It should have been a clear path to closure.  Yet the memorial was 
embroiled in controversy and court rulings for 32 years.  When the 
matter was settled and the memorial was finally unveiled listing the 
names of all the deceased, one name was included that many felt was 
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DATES TO REMEMBER: 
[ Epiphany ] 

January 6 
 

[ Baptism of Our Lord ] 
January 10 

 
[ Quilting ] 

January 1 & 18 
 

[ Community Dinner] 
Every Sunday at 4pm 

    A Message from Pastor Jeremy 

Sunday Worship Services  

will be online via Zoom. 
 

https://zoom.us/j/595273296 

starting at 9:45am 
 

Bulletins are available at 

www.centrallutheraneverett.com 

 

Bible Study 

Wednesdays via Zoom; 
 

https://zoom.us/j/346299474 

starting at Noon 

Join Pastor Jeremy and other for  
the Coffee Hour! 

 
Every Monday at 10:00am 

 
https://zoom.us/j/95456636027 

Dial by your location:  1-253-215-8782 
(Tacoma) 

 

 Central Thoughts 

https://zoom.us/j/595273296
https://zoom.us/j/95456636027


the one name that did not belong: James Warren Jones. 
The Jonestown Massacre was singularly the largest loss of American civilian life in a deliberate act until 
September 11, 2001.  It sent shockwaves across the world, and no place was as shaken as the Bay Area.  To 
this day it is difficult to find one local resident over the age of 40 who does not have ties to at least one of the 
918 victims.  All but nine of the deceased were members of the People’s Temple cult, founded, operated, and 
murdered by Jim Jones in a forced mass suicide. 
 
Infighting among victims’ families, bureaucratic errors, and a drawn-out battle over whether the cult leader’s 
name should be included on the marker held up the memorial for decades.  Ultimately an Alameda County 
Superior Court judge finally gave one of the factions, led by Jones son, permission to move forward with the 
memorial.  The motive for refusing to omit the name of the man responsible for taking all those lives was to 
preserve historical record. 
 
I have visited the memorial.  It features four gray tablets, simple in design and etched with the names of the 
deceased.  The names are listed plainly in alphabetical order with no special attention nor disclaimer given to 
Jim Jones; it is just one more name in a sea of loss. 
 
There are two dimensions to the legacy we leave behind.  One is that which we consciously choose.  The other 
is that over which we have far less control: the legacy that others will portray after we are gone.  I do not know 
whether Caroline Cutter would have approved of the epitaph her husband left for her.  But in any case I 
wonder if, after 200 years, both Cutters might consider it time to bury the hatchet.  The events of Jonestown 
continue to fascinate, shock, and appall me, in large part because despite all my attempts, I have never been 
able to make sense of it.  I both love and hate that Jim Jones’ name is on the Jonestown Memorial. 
 
Call it macabre if you will, but throughout 2021 I will be devoting newsletter articles to graves and cemeteries 
and the like.  Why?  Because it is worth considering our story as Central and the legacy we wish to impart as 
followers of Christ.  I am convinced our work as a community of faith is far from over.  But as we continue to 
consider our mission and identity in the rapidly changing landscape, perhaps for a year we might do well to 
consider how we want the story to end as we write these next chapters.  I look forward to taking this journey 
with you. 
 
          
     January 2021    
     Pastor Jeremy 
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If you would rather receive our 
newsletters by email instead of 
a paper copy, just tell us.  Send 
your request to:  
centralluthoffice.com  

or leave us a 
message at  
425-252-8291. 

 

New Offering Envelope 
New offering  envelopes are here for you to 
pick up!  If you have traditionally used offering 
envelopes, your envelope book is labeled with 
you name.  Please pick them up from a white 
table across the office.   
 
 If you would like to start using 
the offering envelopes, please 
contact office. 

mailto:centralluthoffice@gmail.com
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A Message from the Bishop 
 

Dear Beloveds,  

 

For this new year, the synod staff has adopted a working statement. We are 

excited to share it with you and we hope that you may use it and adapt it in your 

context and community: “Trusting in the Spirit, we are walking together as God’s 

people so that all may discover and participate in what God is doing among us 

through Jesus.” “Trusting in the Spirit… Martin Luther writes in the Small 

Catechism regarding the third article of the Apostles’ Creed, “I believe that by my own understanding or 

strength I cannot believe in Jesus Christ my Lord or come to him, but instead the Holy Spirit has called me 

through the gospel …” As people of God, we know that doubts, concerns, worry, frustration and so many 

other things get in the way of following Jesus. But even when we do not have the strength or even the faith 

to carry on, God still calls us through the Spirit. As we hear and live into the good news that God comes to 

us – daily – hourly – every minute of every day, we are carried through the Spirit. …we are walking 

together as God’s people … As I have said before, the word “synod” comes from two Greek words: sun- 

‘together’ + hodos ‘way’. I love the image of walking together – of helping someone up when they stumble, 

of holding hands when it is difficult to see the way forward, of cheering on those who are in the front and 

encouraging those who are in the back – one huge Jesus-following gathering. This, of course, does not mean 

that we always agree. And it does not mean that we won’t have hard conversations. All of this is part of 

being in relationship (if you don’t have conversation anymore, you don’t have much of a relationship). But 

together, we, as the people of God, walk together, knowing that we are on a journey with Christ, knowing 

that we are Holy Community together. …so that all may discover and participate in what God is doing 

among us through Jesus.” Have you ever seen a baby discover their hands for the first time? Suddenly they 

are moving them around and laughing, curling their fingers, inspecting their palms, sticking them in their 

mouths. The gift of hands was something they never even comprehended before and suddenly – there they 

are. Right in front of their eyes. Have you ever heard someone who recently heard the good news of Jesus 

express their wonder and amazement at who God is and who they are in God’s eyes? They suddenly see the 

world, themselves, each other, and God in a totally new way. Sometimes those of us who have been around 

for a while, we forget. We forget the wonder, the beauty, the sheer joy of experiencing and participating in 

what God through Jesus is doing in this world of ours. As people of God, we are called to open our hearts, 

open our very beings, to see and hear and feel and experience and participate in what God is doing among 

us through Jesus. We are called to laugh, to inspect, to taste what God is doing in this amazing world we 

have been given. And we are called to share the good news of what we see God is up to among us and the 

communities that surround us so that all may discover and participate. Dear Beloveds, all of us on the synod 

staff are thankful for you as we live and dance in the Spirit, walk with you, and continue to live into the 

amazing grace of God through Jesus Christ our Savior.  

 

        In the Amazement of Epiphany,  

        Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee  
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A Message from Vicar Pam 
   

I am looking forward to the New Year as I write this… as I imagine many of you are too!  I 
will be glad to leave 2020 behind, but despite the challenges of political unrest, social justice and 
COVID, there have been unexpected blessings and I believe a growing realization of the importance of 
relationships and gratefulness for what we have.  I have been noticing how often I hear folks talking 
about all the problems 2020 has brought only to end by saying something about its also brought out 
the best in people.  We seem to be holding the two – worst and best, in balance - but leaning towards 
the best.  Looking for a new daily planner I found many come with a space to specifically write down 
what you are grateful for each day, and a quick search on my cell phone for “gratitude” brought up 
over 100 apps! 
The season of Epiphany begins January 6th – it is a time of revelation, insights - a time to take notice 
and see.  I believe taking a posture of gratitude helps us to see the love of Christ in our midst.  Sarah 

Ban Breathnach says, “Gratitude bestows reverence, allowing us 
to encounter everyday epiphanies, those transcendent moments of 
awe that change forever how we experience life and the world.”  
With a grateful heart I wish you all joy and blessings in the 
coming year. 
 
Happy New Year! 

        

    January 2021 

    Vicar Pam 
 

Message from Central Lutheran Quilters... 
 
 Quilt production has been a challenge with group work available on-
ly from October to December; however, 20 more quilts were donated to the 
local Interfaith Family Shelter before year's end. (60 total for 2020).  With 
many 'wintery themed' fabrics like snowflakes & ice-fishing bears, we hope 
these can be appropriately distributed ---and not in the middle of sum-
mer's heat! 
   
 The Quilters chose not to deliver Kits nor quilts to the Lutheran 
World Relief effort, which also had only one pick-up 
due to concerns for workers' contact with the Virus. 
Our church did send 63 masks for international use. 
   
 As always, quilts need large 'backing material', 
whether sheets, tablecloths or washable curtains & 
draperies.  Thanks to those who've donated this past 
year and to Dave Finstad who has Thrivent donate 
annually toward the cost of many batting rolls. 
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Mission of the Month, January 2021 

 At Lutheran World Relief, we envision a future where all 
people, in every corner of the world can live full, dignified lives. 
 Founded by Lutherans in the United States at the end of 
World War II, grounded in Lutheran theology and building on 
decades of experience, Lutheran World Relief tackles global poverty by helping people adapt to the 
challenges that threaten their livelihoods and well-being. 
 We work with people based on need, regardless of race, religion or nationality and we do not 
evangelize.  We provide aid in emergencies and help families restore their lives. We partner with 
communities to build and grow rural economies. We break the cycle of poverty, so families and 
communities can thrive. 
  Our goal is to help people build self‐sufficiency and create new community‐owned approaches to 
problem‐solving that will last long after our projects end. 

As you well know, we approached the holiday food basket program quite 
differently this year.  We provided gift cards instead of actual boxes of food.  
 
Central Lutheran delivered Safeway gift cards to 69 families for Christmas food 
and beyond, bringing the total to 116 families this holiday season, marking the 
116 years our congregation has existed.   
 
This year so many families in Everett face horrific economic and health issues 
due to Covid-19.  However, because of significant donations from Pastor 
Shannyn’s congregation and our own members’ generosity we were able to 
surpass the previous record expenditures by almost a thousand dollars, setting 
a new record: $11,104. 
 
Our new way of helping others has caused us to think about our traditional 
approach. We’ll talk about it at our June congregational meeting then make a 
decision for 2021’s program.  The question: Should we revert to our 
longstanding practice of providing boxes of food to families in need, or again 
provide gift cards so the fortunate recipients can make their own choices? 
 
 

Please share your thoughts with the project leader,  
Trygve Anderson 



P age  6  P r aye rs /T hanks  Ce nt r a l  T ho ug hts  

 
Council Members 

The church council members 
for 2020- 2021 are listed 
below. If you have questions, 
concerns or comments, you 
may contact the appropriate 
person directly.  Please keep 
our council members in your 
prayers. 

 

President 

Trygve Anderson 

 

Vice-President 

Bob Lee 

    

Secretary 

    Karen Fox 

 

Treasurer 

   Dave Finstad & Debbie 

Ritchie 

 

Property 

Ben Krause 

 

Education 

   Kelli Trosvig 

 

Stewardship & Missions 

   Debbie Trosvig 

 

Fellowship 

Nancy Olsen 

 

Audit Committee 

   Dave Watts 

   Clayton Olsen 

   Steve Olsen 

 

Nominating Committee 

Barbara Lichneckert, 

Gayle Watts, 

 Peggy Kurtz 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Remember Our Homebound in Your Prayers 
The following persons are unable to worship with us on a regular basis.   

Please include them in your  prayers.   

Sarajane Petersen, Linda Slater, and Sheryn Todd 

Please contact the church office if you would like to be included or add 

a name to this list.  

 

Remember Our  Military Members in Your Prayers 

Jacob Shimmin—U.S. Navy 
 

Remember Our College Students in Your Prayers 

Holden Fox—Lewis and Clark College (Portland, OR) 

Kayla Barnes—Everett Community College 

01/03  Anna VanderWeyst 

01/14  Nancy Olsen 

01/05  Molly Loesche 

01/15  Don & Pat Krassin 

01/18  Roxann Dorsey 

01/19  Mya Ritchie 

01/19  Fran & Miriam Godding 

01/24  Pat Krassin 

01/25  Ron Jacobson 

01/31  Agnes Birklid 
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We will resume the counting/usher schedule  
when the church building is open for Sunday services 

 
If you would like to assist our Sunday services via Zoom, please contact Pastor Jeremy. 

Newsletter Article  Cutoff  
for the February Issue is  

 
Monday, January 25th   centralluthoffice@gmail.com 

    Everyone is encouraged to submit! 

  
 

President’s Journal 
 

In early December the congregation elected Nancy Olsen to lead the Fellowship Committee.   
 
Soon afterward your church council voted to follow the lead of our bishop and our governor, 
stating that there shall be no indoor gatherings at Central until church council votes 
otherwise.  Worship and the Sunday feeding program are essential services, so they are 
exempt.  When will we reopen?  No idea, but we will continue to follow the lead of our bishop 
and our governor. 
 
At the December congregational meeting we elected a nominating committee who, with your 
input, will propose council candidates at our June 2021 meeting.  The committee is Peggy 
Kurtz, Barbara Lichneckert, and Gayle Watts.  
 
We chose Bill and Sue Brockway to represent us at Josephine Caring Community, Dave 
Finstad at Bethany, Nancy Olsen at Lutheran Counseling Network, Steve Olsen at 
Lutherwood, and Dave Finstad to Sno-Isle Cluster. 
 
The revised constitution should have been ratified at the recent congregational meeting but 
omissions, contradictions, and typos were discovered.  Consequently, ratification was 
delayed to our June 2021 congregational meeting.  Dave Finstad and Kelli Trosvig offered to 
make the necessary corrections. 
 
Faith Lutheran has long been recording worship for those who missed the live service.  Miwa 
has begun posting those links on Central’s website.  Look in the top left corner of Central’s 
home page.  
 
In several weeks our intern committee will complete Vicar Pam’s midterm evaluation.  To 
accurately represent you in that project, they want to hear from the congregation.  Please 
share your thoughts with the committee members: Natalie Baitcher, Danny Tetzlaff, Karen 
Wenzel, and Trygve Anderson. 
 
Questions?  Comments?  Ask me. 
          Council  
         Trygve Anderson 
 



 

 

“For you, O God, are my fortress,  

the God who shows me steadfast love.”  Psalm 59.17 
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