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Lord, receive Jeremy
and his family
into
your loving arms
Psalm 23
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A Message from the Bishop

adapted from

October

At first glance, it does not seem as though Teresa of Avila, noted Spanish
Roman Catholic saint from the sixteenth century, would have much to say about
today’s world. You see, she is well known for her mysticism, her ecstatic prayers,
several quotes that she might or might not have said, and her reforms in the
church. All of these things are interesting – but what do they have to do with the
21st century and what is happening in the world today? In the last few days,
though, I have been thinking about what she writes at the beginning of her work, The Interior Castle.
At the beginning of this book Teresa admits that she is tired. On the first page she writes, “I’m
writing this book under obedience and I’m already finding it hard. God hasn’t given me any desire
for this work, and my head is so full of noise I can barely compose a letter about the most ordinary
business, much less a book about prayer.”
I am so thankful for Teresa stating it bluntly. Teresa is unsure if she’ll succeed, she is not sure she
has it in her to do what she is being asked to do, she is nervous and distracted. In other words, St.
Teresa sounds a lot like all of us – especially when we are being asked to do something that is
different or hard or difficult. Truthfully, it can be daunting as we continue to navigate this
pandemic, as we continue to navigate the changes of the world and the changing church, as we
strive to live into what God is calling us to do. It is difficult, as Teresa fully expresses, to push past
our fear or our unease or our malaise to do what God is calling us to do. It is pretty impossible to do
a new thing without God’s help and guidance. And so, as I reflect on Teresa’s difficulties, our
difficulties, I am also drawn to scripture – specifically Isaiah 43. In the first part of Isaiah 43 we read:
But now thus says the Lord, who created you, and who formed you,
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine.
The prophet writes that God created us, God formed us. We have no need for fear because God
knows each of our names. God calls each of us. We are God’s. No matter the circumstance, no
matter the trial, no matter the fire. This is what Teresa understood and it is what we cling to when
we struggle and when we wonder if we can go on. I invite you to hold Isaiah 43:1-3 closely as we
hear these words from Isaiah 43:18-19.

Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. I am about to do a new
thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and
rivers in the desert.
As we hold close the promise that God creates us, forms us, names us, calls us, and holds us, only
then can we hear the promise in these words that a new thing, a new day is coming. That God will
make a way. May we hold close the words of St. Teresa and the prophet Isaiah. May you feel God’s
love surrounding you when all seems overwhelming. And may you rise in the strength of the Lord
knowing that God’s love surrounds you and fills you – and a way is being made as we all go forward
together in Christ.
+Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee

A Message from Pastor Red Burchfield
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Dear friends in Christ,
In First Thessalonians 4:13 we read: But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and
sisters about those who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope.
Death is never easy. When a loved one dies our experience of loss and grief can be overpowering. When
death comes suddenly and unexpectedly to someone who is a young, active and beloved pastoral leader
our shock and the loss and grief can be even more intense.
With the Psalmist we turn to God in prayerful lament;
Out of the depths I cry to you O Lord, hear my voice when I cry to you. (Ps.130)
The following message is adapted from Bishop Shelly Bryan Wee (NW WA Synod, ELCA) and I pray
that we will join her in thanksgiving for Pastor Jeremy’s life, in prayer for his wife Pastor Shannyn and
his family and friends as we also lift up our congregation in prayer asking for God’s love and grace to
surround and uphold us.
Dear Beloveds,
It is with a heavy heart that I share the news that Pastor Jeremy Fuerst has died while on a hiking and
climbing trip in Colorado. We pray:
Holy Comforter, we remember today our brother Jeremy. We are grateful for his smile, his sense of
humor, his curiosity, his love of the outdoors, his faithfulness, and so much more. We are grateful
to have known him. We pray for those who grieve – we especially remember his wife Shannyn,
his parents, his brothers, his extended family, friends, the beloved folks at Central Lutheran, and all
others who mourn. Comfort us as we bear the pain of his death, receive him into your loving arms,
and grant us faith and hope in the resurrection through your Son Jesus. Amen.
Cards of care may be sent to:
Pr. Shannyn Fuerst c/o Faith Lutheran Church
8208 -18th Ave NE Seattle, WA 98115

Dates to Remember:

< October 2 >
Memorial Service for Pastor
Jeremy for Central Members

Join Pastor Red and other for

the Coffee Hour!

< October 3 >
Blessing of the Animals
< October 4 & 11 >
Quilting
< October 9 >
Synod Memorial (streaming)

Every Tuesday at 10:00am

via Zoom
Click in from our church website:
www.centrallutheraneverett.com

Bible

Study

Wednesdays via Zoom;

NEW TIME!
10am
Click in from our church website:
www.centrallutheraneverett.com

A n n o u n c em e n t
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❖BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS IN HONOR OF ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI,

your creature friends/families are invited to attend the Sunday, October 3rd service for
special blessing. Bring your well behaved critter and/or a picture of a beloved pet. We
hope to have Zoom working so we can also offer a blessing to those joining us by Zoom.

❖Zoom Worship Connection.
We apologize for the problem we are having with our Sunday Zoom Worship
connection. We are working to re-establish a working connection for
worship. Thank you for your understanding and patience.

❖Vicar Pam Karas has now concluded her internship among us. We give thanks for
her pastoral leadership and hold her in our prayers as she continues with her synod
candidacy and approval process.

❖Memorial Service for Pastor Jeremy.
Saturday, October 2nd – 1pm.
Central will hold a “Central Members Memorial” for Pastor Jeremy at Central.
Pastor Shannyn will join us for this service.
Saturday, October 3rd – 1pm.
The Synod is holding a “Family Only” Synod wide Memorial for Pastor Jeremy at
Trinity Lutheran Church, Lynnwood, WA. We are invited to join via you-tube with
the following link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EIe92dc3fY0.

❖Zoom Bible Study.
We continue to meet on Wednesdays and we are experimenting with new time,
10am. Please join us.

❖Laptop Computer needed.

Please contact the church office if you have a laptop computer that you can donate.

❖We welcome Pastor Red Burchfield

Pastor Red Burchfield has accepted the request to serve as our short-term pastoral
care/supply pastor to assist the congregation in our immediate experience of loss and
grief with the death of Pastor Jeremy.
Pastor Red’s regular office hours: Thursdays, 10am – 2pm and anytime by phone
~ 206.818-6868. He encourages anyone to call for any reason.
He will also be hosting the zoom coffee fellowship and zoom bible study

Article for the November Newsletter due Monday, October 25th.
Turn it in to the office or end your article to centralluthoffice@gmail.com

Everyone is encouraged to submit!

C e n t r a l T h o u g h ts
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Mission of the Month, October 2021 : Lutheran Disaster Relief
Our Mission of the Month for October supports the efforts of Lutheran Disaster Relief
for the people and communities facing the devastating challenges of the ongoing
Wildfires throughout North America and especially in the western United States.
Lutheran Disaster Response is working with synods and social ministry organizations
in California and other western states to develop a coordinated response to the
wildfires.
We anticipate that immediate needs will include food and other necessities. Long-term
recovery will likely take years.
Because emotional and spiritual care is a key aspect of disaster response, the Sierra
Pacific Synod is developing a Lutheran Chaplaincy Corps, training rostered leaders and
laypeople to offer such care to first responders and survivors after a disaster.
Lutheran Disaster Response brings God’s hope, healing and renewal to people whose
lives have been disrupted by disasters in the United States and around the world.
When the dust settles and the headlines change, we stay to provide ongoing assistance
to those in need.

You can help —

Keeping in touch with each other is important!. One of the ways we can do that is by
being part of the Connections Team. Praying for members, providing a meal when
needed, writing a card or note, making a phone call are simple ways of keeping in
touch and making a difference. Let the office know if you would like to help with
any of these activities.

Contact Debbi Sounders if you are interested in joining the team. Call if you
would like to know more about the Connections Team, too!

debtheclownnut@gmail.com
or
centralluthoffice@gmail.com
to leave a message

(425)252-8291
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Council Members
The church council members for
2020- 2021 are listed below. If
you have questions, concerns or
comments, you may contact the
appropriate person directly.
Please keep our council members
in your prayers.

President
Trygve Anderson
Vice-President
Bob Lee
Secretary
Barbara Lichneckert
Treasurer
Dave Finstad & Debbie Ritchie
Property
Karen Fox
Education
Kelli Trosvig
Stewardship & Missions
Debbie Trosvig

Remember Our Homebound in Your Prayers
The following persons are unable to worship with us on a regular basis.

Please include them in your prayers.
Sarajane Petersen, Linda Slater, and Sheryn Todd
Please contact the church office if you would like to be
included or add a name to this list.
Remember Our College Students in Your Prayers
Mim Fox—University of Portland

The Flower Chart is back

As you able, please sign up to bring the alter flowers for
worship. There is a chart right next to the office door to
write in. You can, of course, phone in or
email the office as well;
(425)252-8291
centralluthoffice@gmail.com

Fellowship
Nancy Olsen
Audit Committee
Dave Watts
Clayton Olsen
Steve Olsen
Nominating Committee
Barbara Lichneckert,
Gayle Watts,
Peggy Kurtz

If you would like to assist our Sunday
services, as:
GREETER, ASSISTANT MINISTER,
READER, and/or USHERS,
please contact the office.
There is a sign-up sheet (clip board) on the office
counter, too.
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President’s Journal, October 2021
The congregation has received countless supportive emails, phone calls, and personal messages sharing our
grief over Pastor Jeremy’s passing. We’ve sent out emails updating the news resulting from our loss and his
memorial service in Lynnwood, so if the church office doesn’t already have your email address please submit
it to Miwa now so you can be included. centralluthoffice@gmail.com
Several memorial services will be held, one in Nebraska and two here, in Lynnwood at a venue much larger
than what we can offer. It will be available online, and a smaller one here at Central. Members of the
planning team are the team leader Pastor Red Burchfield with Karen Fox, Joann Koehler, and Peggy Kurtz.
You are invited to contact them with your ideas. We will email all news in addition to announcing it at
worship services.
We welcome Pastor Red Burchfield to Central, who will be with us about two months until an interim pastor
is chosen. Learn more about him at coffee hour, which we moved from Monday to Tuesday so the quilters
can join us. The time remains at 10 a.m. The Zoom link has changed, however, so find the new one on
Central’s home page. Also the new Bible Study link, which recently moved to 1:30 on Wednesdays.
So far, Pastor Red has been using his own laptop for Zoom worship. Central really needs its own laptop. Do
you have an excess laptop that works, but not very old (that is, not slow)? Please tell Miwa or Pastor or me.
Bob Lee will lead a team that will propose a policy for Central regarding homeless people camping on our
property, etc., then present it to church council for consideration. The team includes Gayle Watts, Peter
VanderWeyst, and Laurie VanderWeyst. You are invited to contact them with your thoughts.
The federal government has forgiven their $22,000 loan to Central Lutheran.
Trygve Anderson, Council President

Birthdays & Anniversaries
10/21

Brooke Rogers

10/22

Amelia Hudson

10/27

Suzy Lavis

10/26

Kathy Steams

10/1

10/3

10/4

10/10

10/28 Frank & Kathy Steam

10/14

10/29

Sophie Tran

10/18

10/30

Frank Steams

10/29
10/30

Mikki Sams

Emily Painter

10/15

10/20
10/20

Craig Krassin

CJ Boetcher

Erin Brockway

Hong Luong

Barbara Lichneckert
Mai Tran

Marilee Richards

Brad Brockway
Tim Haskins

“For you, O God, are my fortress,
the God who shows me steadfast love.” Psalm 59.17

If you would rather receive our newsletters by email instead of a
paper copy, please send your request to:
centralluthoffice@gmail.com
or leave us a message at (425)252-8291

Non– Profit Organization
Everett, Washington

Everett, WA 98201

2702 Rockefeller Ave.
Central Lutheran Church

