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Director Frank Capra did not set out to make a Christmas movie.  In 
fact, Christmas movies as we know them did not exist in 1946 when 
Capra started work on It’s a Wonderful Life. 
 
But let’s go a bit farther back. 
 
Frank Capra was a first-generation Italian-American immigrant.  His 
family’s voyage to the United States when he was five represent his 
earliest memories.  Capra described this voyage as “miserable” and 
“degrading” – yet it was punctuated by the ship’s arrival in New 
York Harbor, where Capra gazed upon the Statue of Liberty.  At the 
time his father cried out that it was “the greatest light since the star 
of Bethlehem.” 
 
Moved by the infinite possibilities of that light, and embodying the 
principles of a land formed by immigrants, Capra grew up to be a 
pretty good director.  Through the 1930s, he became known for 
some of the most classic and iconic American films to date: It 
Happened One Night, You Can’t Take It With You, and Mr. Smith 
Goes to Washington to name a few. 
 
Then came December 7, 1941, “a date which will live in infamy.”  
Moved to demonstrate his patriotism to his adopted land, Capra 
abandoned his illustrious and successful Hollywood career to enlist 
as a major in the United States Army.  For the next four years, Frank 
Capra was assigned to produce seven war documentary films.  The 
purpose of these informational movies was, in the words of his 
immediate supervisor George C. Marshall, to explain to troops “why 
the hell they’re in uniform.”  Even these projects, titled Why We 
Fight, were met with critical acclaim.  (The entire series is viewable 
on YouTube and Netflix.) 
 
It is no overstatement to suggest that Capra rewrote the history of the 
world with his labor during World War II.  And when he returned 
after the War, Capra found that he had to rewrite his own history as 
well.  He was a forgotten man in his own hometown.  “We came 
back to Hollywood, and we didn’t know anybody.  People would 
introduce me to somebody, and they’d say, ‘Frank who?’” 
 

(Pastor:  Continued on page 2) 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 
[ First Day of Christmas ] 

December 27th 
 

[ Congregational Meeting ] 
Dec 13th after worship 

 
[ Quilting ] 

Dec 6th and 20th 
 

[ Community Dinner] 
Every Sunday at 4pm 

    A Message from Pastor Jeremy 

Sunday Worship Services  

will be online via Zoom. 
 

https://zoom.us/j/595273296 

starting at 9:45am 
 

Bulletins are available at 

www.centrallutheraneverett.com 

 

Bible Study 

Wednesdays via Zoom; 
 

https://zoom.us/j/346299474 

Join Pastor Jeremy and other for  
the Coffee Hour! 

 
Every Monday at 10:00am 

 
https://zoom.us/j/95456636027 

Dial by your location:  1-253-215-8782 
(Tacoma) 

 

 Central Thoughts 

https://zoom.us/j/595273296
https://zoom.us/j/95456636027


 
Aspiring to bring back home with him the reality of what he had been through, Capra formed his own 
directors’ company.  Along with William Wyler and George Stevens, two other directors who had filmed 
footage during the War, Capra formed his own production company, known as Liberty Films.  The company’s 
first film out of the gate was It’s a Wonderful Life.  It was also Capra’s first commercial film after the War. 
 
It was a critical and commercial flop.  The movie failed to generate much interest at the box office, and critics 
dismissed it as overly sentimental.  This failure put Liberty Films out of business; the company never made 
another movie was ultimately sold to Paramount.  Dejected, Capra quietly retired to his ranch and directed 
only a few more movies before hanging it up for good in 1961. 
 
Yet Capra and many of Hollywood’s most celebrated directors consider it to be the strongest film he has ever 
made. 
 
There is an unmistakable parallel between Frank Capra and his protagonist, George Bailey.  In the poignant 
contemplation that Bailey asks himself what the world would be like without him, we see Capra gazing at the 
darkest features in the mirror.  The bravery that was required of Capra to take on the immensity of authenticity 
and vulnerability in this project is unquestionably why its rejection hit him so hard. 
 
It’s a Wonderful Life is so much more than a Christmas movie.  And yet, it is so undeniably Christmas.  It is 
no mistake that every year on December 28, the Church commemorates “The Holy Innocents,” when a 
madman commanded the massacre of hundreds of infants.  Sure, its proximity to the birth of Jesus renders the 
timing appropriate.  But perhaps more importantly is the stark reminder that this Light which enters into our 
world still finds us awash in the forces of darkness.  When we spend those 130 minutes with George Bailey 
every December when the mood hits us, we may be reminded of the innocence and heartbreaking beauty of a 
God who enters this world as a helpless child.  Perhaps the most considerable gift of all that Capra’s greatest 
failure offers us is that where we experience our darkest hours, when we are thrust into our deepest loneliness 
and emptiness, it is especially there that God deigns to meet us. 
 
 
 
 
 

 Merry Christmas, my dear sisters and brothers, siblings in Christ.     
 May this December find you awash in light. 

 
     December 2020 
     Pastor Jeremy 

(Pastor:  Continued from page 1) 

 
Christmas Eve worship will be held online  

via Zoom at 5:00 p.m.   
 

Christmas Day worship will be held at 10:00 a.m., also via Zoom.   
 

Both of these services will be recorded and posted on the Central website for you to view at a later time        
if you wish. 
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A Message from the Bishop 
Dear Beloveds,  
 
A prayer during this Advent season. O Savior, Come. 

In these days when divisions seem unsurmountable, when hatred seems more real than love, when chaos 
churns, we pray, O Savior, Come. 

In these days when a mysterious and virulent disease stalks this earth, as loved ones become ill, as we 
see the exhaustion of caregivers, as we grieve those whose breath is now air, we pray, O Savior, 
Come. 

In these days when loneliness and anxiety are common, when we speak to one another behind 
masks or plexiglass, when we crave physical connection but are unable to touch, we pray, O 
Savior, Come.  

In these days when lies are disguised as truth, when leaders refuse to lead, when 
institutions we rely on begin to crack, we pray, O Savior, Come. 

In these days when silence is complicit in keeping others unheard, when 
cries for justice are treated with derision, when black and brown bodies are 
treated as less than sacred, we pray, O Savior, Come. 

In these days when … we pray, O Savior, Come. 

In these days when voices are raised up, peaceful protestors come together, 
incremental change occurs, we pray, O Savior, Come. 

In these days when truth is exposed, when the courageous stand up to injustice, when 
institutions give way to the Spirit’s dance, we pray, O Savior, Come. 

In these days when we gather in chat rooms and zoom calls across the miles, see faces on 
screens that bring smiles, hold babies up to computer cameras and we clap and sing and pray 
and laugh together, we pray, O Savior, Come. 

In these days when scientists doggedly pursue a cure, nurses and doctors and medical staffs come day 
after day after day to bring expertise and healing to those who have fallen ill, when pastors and 
deacons bring comfort to the sick and to the bereaved, we pray, O Savior, Come. 

In these days when we experience the ancient Word as the living Word, when we live into the radicalness of 
peace and wholeness and new life, when we join together in the Holy Community you call us into, we pray, O 
Savior, Come. 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first 
registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. 
Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he 
was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged 
and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth 

to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn. 

In these days when … we pray, O Savior, Come. 

 

Grace & Peace, 

Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee 
From the DECEMBER 2020 edition of The Spirit 
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A Message from Vicar Pam 
  
 Mary’s song is one of my favorites, especially at this time of year as we await once again the birth 

of Jesus.  I am in awe of Mary’s deep faith and trust in God and the message this young woman brings to a 

world which yearns for change.  Change where the lowly will be lifted up, the hungry fed and relief from 

oppression.  Did she know how radical her words were – “he has filled the hungry with good things, and 

sent the rich away empty,” or “brought down the powerful from their thrones”?   

Her song foretells Jesus’ radical work and message, to love one another and care for those in need.  As the 

days have been getting shorter and colder, I have been thinking about those who don’t have enough, 

especially the homeless.  As I drive down the freeway I can see where someone has made a shelter beneath 

some bushes or under a bridge, and there are people pushing shopping carts filled with their possessions 

walking along the sidewalks.   

 The Israelites expected the Messiah to bring about radical change and overthrow their oppressors, 

put an end to poverty but that’s not the change Jesus brought.  Jesus calls for the radical change of loving 

our neighbors whether they look and act like us, hold the same beliefs and political views, we are called to 

love them – see them as God’s children – our siblings in Christ.  In caring for those in need our actions 

reflect the love of Christ to the world, and hearts can be changed one by one as the Gospel is lived as well 

as spoken. 

 

    December 2020 

    Vicar Pam 

 
The Zooming Music Events  

for Advent through Epiphany:  
 

Thursday, December 3 at 7pm – Advent carol sing; 

Thursday, December 10 at 7pm – Lautenwerck Christmas,  

Part I: The Story of Christmas – Ancient and modern settings of carols; 

Thursday, December 17 at 7pm – Lautenwerck Christmas,  

Part II: The Christmas of Story – Carol settings by Liz Story; 

Thursday, December 31 at 7pm – Christmas carol sing; 

Thursday, January 7 at 7pm – Christmas/Epiphany carol sing. 
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Faith and Everyday Life       

~ December 2020 ~  
 

 
December I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, 
because apart from me you can do nothing. (John 15:5)  
 
I have never been a terrific gardener. I get inspired for a weekend here and there, but then I get busy, or 
something else grabs my attention, and my garden suffers. The flowers droop. The leaves get parched. The 
bushes get overgrown and unruly, their branches choking each other out. And so it is for us, says Jesus, 
when we don’t root ourselves in him. We get off track. We lose energy. Our best efforts come to nothing. 
The way for us to bear fruit, says Jesus, is to abide in him. The Message translation puts it this way: “Live 
in me. Make your home in me just as I do in you.” Jesus lives in us, and he invites us to live in him. To root 
ourselves in his ways of love and forgiveness. To drink deeply of his love, so that everything we do flows 
from that love. Like branches that grow and get their nourishment from a vine. When we live in Jesus, we 
flourish. But we can’t do it alone. We need a community of believers to remind us where we belong and 
where to get our true nourishment, to give each other strength and encouragement when we struggle. When 
we root ourselves together in the Vine, we bear fruit together. We are like a vibrant garden of flowers. We 
are like lush green leaves on a shrub. We are like the strong branches on a tree, all working together, all 
bearing good fruit. Thanks be to God for being such a faithful gardener, and for giving us such a loving, life
-giving Vine to root in. It’s good to live and grow among his branches.  

 
Written by a staff member of Lutheran Counseling  Network 

    

Mission of the Month, December 2020 

Christmas Food Basket 

 The plan had been to provide Thanksgiving and more to 55 Everett 

families but in this unique year Mission of the Month offerings are slow so 

we could serve only 47 families.   

 When the offerings increase we’ll make up for it at Christmas. 

 Central Lutheran still seeks to achieve another record this year: 

helping 116 families to mark our 116 years as a congregation.  That goal is possible with your help. 

 Shopping, sorting, and delivering the four tons of food we usually provide is impossible this 

year so we provide Safeway gift cards instead.   

 We are counting on increased Mission of the Month offerings within the next week because 

if we order early, Safeway will give us a 5% discount on the gift cards, letting us serve several more 

families. 

 If you know of a family in need of food, including your own family, tell Trygve or Lyla or 

Pastor Jeremy or Vicar Pam or Miwa by December 6.  

 If the family you suggest lives within our coverage area (Central’s zip code 98201) we can 

deliver.  If they live outside 98201 or want to remain unknown, you will deliver. 

 If we reach our goal of $6280, anonymous members of our 

congregation will add $1000.  The next few weeks are critical. 

 

    Don’t give until it hurts......give until it feels good. 

 

        Trygve Anderson 
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Council Election 

Congratulations to these 

recently elected. 

 

Trygve Anderson,  

Council President 

 

  Kelli Trosvig, 

Education 

 

and 

 

Nancy Olsen, 

Fellowship 

 

Plus new Nominating 

Committee 

Barbara Lichneckert, 

Gayle Watts, 

 Peggy Kurtz 

 

Also, a big Thank you to 

Peter VanderWeyst for his 

service as Council President 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Remember Our Homebound in Your Prayers 
The following persons are unable to worship with us on a regular basis.   

Please include them in your  prayers.   

Sarajane Petersen, Linda Slater, and Sheryn Todd 

Please contact the church office if you would like to be included or add 

a name to this list.  

 

Remember Our  Military Members in Your Prayers 

Jacob Shimmin—U.S. Navy 
 

Remember Our College Students in Your Prayers 

Holden Fox—Lewis and Clark College (Portland, OR) 

Kayla Barnes—Everett Community College 

 

 
Throughout December, we will be 

offering morning and evening prayer via 

Zoom every day of the week.  These five-

minute sessions will be at 7 a.m. and 9 

p.m., Monday through Friday.  These will NOT be 

recorded -- thus, if you log in at 6 minutes after the hour, 

you may arrive to an empty room.  The Zoom link is the 

exact same link as the Sunday worship link, found on our 

front page at https://www.centrallutheraneverett.com, as 

well as right here: https://zoom.us/j/595273296?

https://www.centrallutheraneverett.com/
https://zoom.us/j/595273296?status=success
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If you would like to assist our Sunday services via Zoom,  
please contact Pastor Jeremy. 

We will resume the counting/usher schedule when 
the church building is open for Sunday services 

Newsletter Article  Cutoff  
for the December Issue is  

 
Thursday, December 24th   centralluthoffice@gmail.com 

    Everyone is encouraged to submit! 

Birthday and Anniversary 

12/4 Beth Krause  12/23 Mary Beck 

12/14 Naomi Davis  12/23 Thomas Anderson 

12/19 Kristi Lee  12/25 Helen Sand 

12/20 Brad Brockway  12/26 Peter & Laurie VanderWeyst 

12/20 Kathy Trosvig  12/27 David LeWarne & Anne Fox 

12/20 Sue Brockway  12/27 William Dorsey 

12/21 Kandice Boettcher  12/30 Shannon Hudson 



 

 

“For you, O God, are my fortress,  

the God who shows me steadfast love.”  Psalm 59.17 
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